Dandapati

Official Mahajrya translation of the Dandapati Dharani prayer

For each line, we provide the traditional chant, the uninflected Sanskrit words, and the English literal
meaning, as possible. Even in the supposedly original Sanskrit texts, there are variations between
each edition. The various translations in each language are even more disparate and different. We
offer here a translation done to the best of our ability, to inspire the reader. But a spell (dharani) is
more than a literal text, and it invokes the power of the soul in action. Here, the danda is not only a
stick, but the stick of the mind, which is the will, the determination, or even more, the kundalini.

Traditional chant

adande

danda-pati
dandavarte
dandakusale
dandasudhare
sudhare

sudharapati
buddhapasyane
sarvadharani avartani
sarvandhasyavartani
su-avartani
samghapariksani
samghanarghatani
asamge

samgapagate

tri-adhvasamgatulya
arate-prapte

sarvasamgasamatikrante
sarvadharmasupariksite
Sarvasattvaruta

kausalyanugate

simhavikridite

Uninflected Sanskrit

a-danda

danda-patt
danda-avarta

danda ku$ala
danda-sudhara
su-dhara
su-dhara-patt
buddha-pasdyana
sarva-dharani-avartani
Sarvam-dhasi-avartani
su-avartani
samgha-pariksant
samgha-nirghatani
a-samga
samga-apagata

tri-adhva-samgatulya-
arati-prapta

sarva-samga-
samatikranta

sarva-dharma-
supariksita

sarva-sattva-ruta-
kausalya-anugata

simha-vikridita

English literal

Without punishment

Lord of the stick

Wielding a stick all around

Skillful with a stick

Whose stick is well directed

Focused, well directed (bettering yourself)
Lord of the good way (of betting yourself)
Whose sight has been awoken

All dharanis (spells) rotating

Every dwelling place is your path
Rotating well (Good at magic arts)
Investigating of the samgha (community)
Not destroying the samgha

Unattached

Departed from attachment

Equality for all through the meeting of the three ways
reached with virtue

Transcending all attachment

Examining all dharmas carefully

Interested in well-being resounding in all beings

Making a plaything of lions
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